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The Astronomical Telescope Museum1 was established by its Director, Shosaku Murayama in Sanuki, 
Kagawa Prefecture, with the help of enthusiasts and the local government. The museum is located 
about twenty kilometres south of central Sanuki. Its sits near the Okuboji Temple nestled among the 
mountains in the Tawa area, where it is relatively unaffected by urban light pollution. 
 
S. Murayama previously served as manager of the Takamatsu branch of the Bank of Japan and as 
president of a pharmaceutical company in the prefecture. A fan of astronomy since an early age, he 
wanted to establish his own observatory in Shikoku. While collecting equipment to that end, he 
realized that public facilities for astronomical observation were shuttering across the country due to 
the nation’s declining population.  
 
Starting around 2007, he and a few friends began asking astronomical facilities and individuals to 
donate telescopes and accessories. To fund the facility, they leveraged Murayama’s contacts to raise 
money from the local business community. At the same time, they scoured Shikoku for a suitable site 
for the museum, before finally settling on Tawa Elementary School, which the Sanuki city government 
planned to close in 2012. 
 
The Museum opened in 2016. Modifications included turning the second-floor classrooms into four 
telescope exhibit rooms and using the indoor pool area to house an exhibition of large telescopes. 
 
Currently, the Museum preserves and displays more than 450 telescopes including a reflector that was 
made 130 years ago and used by a British astronomer to observe the moon, a giant 12-ton telescope 
and large Fujinon binoculars used by Yuji Hyakutake, who discovered Comet Hyakutake in 1996. 
 
Most of the equipment housed in the Astronomical Telescope Museum was donated by amateur and 
professional astronomers from all over Japan. As the name of the Museum of Astronomical Telescopes 
has been raised, donations have continued to come in. The donated telescopes are maintained and 
displayed by the Museum staff. 
 
The Museum has about 120 volunteers and it is open on Saturdays and Sundays. These volunteers 
include experts in astronomical observation and optics who help conduct restoration work on the 
donated telescopes while the museum is open. Visitors can tour the facility with staff and take part in 
astronomical observation events2. 
 
The Museum exhibits Large as well as small astronomical telescopes. It also has a roll-off-roof 
observatory that houses several large refracting and reflecting telescopes. It is the first museum 
dedicated to amateur and professional telescopes. 
 
 

 
1 https://www.telescope-museum.com/ 
2 https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/features/travel-spots/20230213-90226/ 
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Figure 1 – Astronomical Telescope Museum, Sanuki (Japan) 
 
 

 
 

Figure 2- Location of the Astronomical Telescope Museum 
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Figure 3 – Small telescope Exhibition room - Asahi Kogaku” (Pentax) 
 

 
 

Figure 4 - Small telescope Exhibition room – Takahashi/Vixen 
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Figure 5 - Small telescope Exhibition room – Mizar/Astro/Vixen 
 

 
 

Figure 6 - Small telescope Exhibition room –Vixen/Carton 
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Figure 7 - Large telescope Exhibition room – GOTO Inc. 
 

 
 

Figure 8 – Large telescope Exhibition room 
 



6 
 

 
 

Figure 9 – Large telescope Exhibition room. Calver 46 cm reflector installed in 1927, previously 
located at Kyoto Imperial University’s Hanayama Observatory. This telescope was later moved to the 
private observatory of the late Dr. Issei Yamamoto, who was the father of Japanese astronomy and 

amateur astronomy. 
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Figure 10 – Unitron 15 cm refractor and Equatorial mount. 
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Figure 11 - Astronomical telescope collection of Shigejiro Nishimura, the founder of Nishimura 

Manufacturing 
 

 
Figure 12 - Nikon’s large refractor telescope. On the left is Nishimura’s 15cm refracting telescope, 

used by ‘Kai-hostu’, a pioneer of amateur astronomer. 
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Figure 13 – 20 cm reflector made by “Jiro Hoshino” one of the pioneers of Japanese amateur 

telescope making and astrophotography. 
 

 
Figure 14 – Small telescopes for amateur astronomers (1980/1990). 
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Figure 15 – Roll-off-roof observatory – 25 cm Goto equatorial refractor. 
 

 
 

Figure 16 – Roll-off-roof observatory  
 


